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From the Christian Intelligencer. 





Scriptural Illustrations. 


When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all his holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory,.....And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment : but the righteous into life 
eternal.—Matt. xxv. 31—46. 


Readers that have followed us in this il/ustration 
with proper care and patience, need not to be inform- 
ed, that the 46th verse in the ahove passage, conveys 
the same meaning, though in different phraseology, as 
do the 34th and 41st verses. The phrase everlasting 
punishment is synonymous with everlasting fire ; and 
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of their misconduct; but, that they did not before suf- 
fer to so great a degree, or so fully realize the cause of 
their sufferings. It is common for men to attribute 
their miseries, to any thing, but their crimes. But 
when, for having resisted the gospel with obstinacy, 
it is taken from them and granted to others, there is a 
certain propriety, in representing them as going away 
into a dispensation of restraint or punishment. Though 
men are individually concerned in the separation of 
characters, there appears to be a difect allusion to na- 
tional characters. As mankind are frequently repre- 
sented under the names of Jews and Gentiles, perhaps 
that mfay be a reason for the expression, ‘ all nations 
were gathered, before him.’ The meaning might be, 
that all, both Jews and Gentiles, even as nations, were 





the life eternal answers to the kingdom prepared for 
them. The words “‘ kingdom of God,” and “ king- 
dom of heaven,” were a popular expression for the com- 


tion of infinite mercy through Christ, John the Baptist 
preached, *‘ saying, Repent ye : for the kingdom of 
heaven is ci hand.” Mat. iii. 2. 
that “Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel 


: ; | you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
ing and reign of Jesus. Introductory to the dispensa- | (the Jews) and given to a nation (the Gentiles) bring- 


And we are informed | 


‘concerned in the events of his coming. This harmo- 
| nizes wit the saying of Jesus;.‘* Therefore say I unto 


ing forth the fruits thereof,”—Mat. xxi. 43... Here is an 
evident separation of nations ; the one goes owt of the 
kingdom of God, inte a state of restraints and suffer- 
ing: and the others, the Gentiles, enter the kingdom 


of the kingdom of ayes: a time is fulfilled, |of heaven, or eternal life, in a national character.— 
and the kingdom of God is at hand - repent ye, and | Ppose who had been nominally the children of God, 
believe the gospel,”"—-Mark i. 14, 15. The reign of Je-| and as a nation enjoyed his peculiar favors, were cast 
sus in teaching the true character of his Father, may | out of the kingdom; and those who were not his people 
have been represented by a kingdom, on account of | in that sense, were then called, ** the children of God.” 
the prevailing opinion among the Jews, that the Mes-| Thus restrained and corrected, they were to-see many 
siah would assume the right of tere oral dominion, and | cgme from all directions, and sit down in the kingdom 


redeem them as a people, from the oppressions of the 
Roman government. And we éhould naturally con- 
clude that the Evangelists or historians, in recording 
the sayings of Christ, would be likely to use the lan- 
guage to which they were accustomed, and employ 
those popular phrases that were common to their coun- 
trymen. They probably were not over anxious to re- 
port the precise words of the Saviour, if they could but 
convey his real meaning. In regard te his own char- 
acter and labors, his meaning evideutly was, that the 
dispensation of mercy and truth, popularly denominat- 
ed the kingdom of beaven, would commence and be 
perpetuated through his exertions. Those who receiv- 
ed and improved his testimony concerning the charac- 


ter of his Father and ours, would possess that know-. 


ledge of the truth, by which they would be made free 
from the slavery of ignorance and crime. The nature 
of Christ’s kingdom was but partially understood by his 
immediate followers. They retained so many early 


impressions, that they continued to look for something | 


of heaven, the gospel dispensatiaa, . These things are 
so consistent, and harmonize so well with the plan of 
infinite benevolence, as declared in the scriptures, 
that more need not be said on this subject, was it not 
for those prejudices, which hold men as in fetters of 
iron.~ Eternal life is supposed to expréss the future 
immortality and deatification of man; and everlasting 
punishment is appliedto the fufure state. 
kingdom of God and eternal life are synopymous, in 
the parable ; therefore, as we have proved that the 
kingdom was inherited in this modevof existence, it fol- 
lows that eternal life may be also enjoyed. But the 
words of Christ are explicit tothe point. ‘ Verily, I 
say unto you, He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.”’-** And this is kife eternal, that they might 
| know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom | 
‘thou hast sent,’’—John iii. 36.-vi. 46—xvii. 3. And the 
| beloved disciple declares, that though ‘‘ he that haf- 
eth his brother is a murderer, and we know that no 





‘murderer hath eternal life abiding in him,” yet ‘* we 


Bat the) 





like a worldly kingdom. Their aspirations to emi-! pow we have passed from death unto life, because we 
nence, in disputing who should be greatest, savored ‘jove the brethren,”-1 John iii-d4, 15. This eternal 
much of expectations relative to temporal promotion. | life is possessed by every one, who knows God and 


can it be supposed that many of our teaders meed be 
informed, that the same word, when repeated in the 
same sentence, does not always, convey the same 
meaning. When it is said, * The everlasting moun- 
tains were scattered,—His ways are everlasting,” (Hab. 
iii. 6,) the difference between the first and last use of 
the word, is too evident to escape observation. 

There is one consideration that should forever silence 
the advocates for the unlimited definition of the word 
everlasting, in the case in question, They should con- 
sider that, if the punishment spoken of, must be end- 
less, because it is called everlasting, it will follow, that 
the possession of Canaan, the covenant of circumcision, 
and the Levitical priesthood are also endless, and for 
the same reason; viz. because they are also said to be 
everlasting. Hence the very argument which is reli- 
ed upon to support the doctrine of unending torments, 
would,if it be valid, furnish the advocates for Judaism, 
with resistless weapons against christianity. We call 
on the Scribes of modern orthodoxy, to produce an ar- 
gument in favor of endless punishment, from the word 
in question, that may not be urged with equal proprie- 
ty and truth, against the Christian dispensation. Are 
we told that those everlasting things had a beginning, 
and. must have anend? The same is equally true o 
punishment. Must the first priesthood be abolished, 


that the superior glory and benevolence of God, may 


be displayed in the second? So must punishment 
come to an end, that “* God may be ALL IN ALL.” In 
this manner might we proceed. © 

' There certainly can be no more impropriety m de- 
nominating that administration of God by which iniqui+ 
ty is restrained, everlasting punishment, or fire, than to 
employ the words everlasting, eternal and perpetual, in 
describing the covenant of circumcision, and the dura- 
tion of other things which will have anend, It had al- 
ways existed from the sin of Eden, to the coming of the 
Son of man, as declared in the discourse, of which the 
parable before us is a part; and has continued to be 
from that great day to the present, and will ever last 
while men are sinners and need correction. Hence it 
is called everlasting. It has existed from ancient or eter 
nal times. But we are not to infer that each individ- 
ual, or generation, who was punished, are nowin misery. 
As well might we contend that each individual that was, 
circumcised, lived, during the continuance of the ever 
lasting covenant of circumcision. If a prison was now, 
standing, which had always’ existed on the earth, it 
would be called everlasting. But must we conclude 
that all who had ever been imprisoned in it, Would re- 
main thete as long as the prison should stand ? Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the cities round about, suffered the 
vengeance of eternal fire, when they were destroy- 








Notwithstanding the extraordinary pains taken by their 
Master, to hold forth bis government as being of a spir- 
itual and heavenly nature, yet, his inspired and best 
informed followers were disappointed and confounded 
when he was crucified. They forsook him, retired for 
secret consultation, and were upbraided for their unbe- 
lief and hardness of heart. T'hough they were in the 
kingdom, and the kingdom of heaven was in them, 
they did not realize their situation. The peculiar turn 
of expression, of inheriting the kingdom of God, or of 
entering into life, may denote that experimental con- 
firmation and enjoyment in the truth, at a moment of 
imminent danger or unprecedented trial, in which the 
truth exhibits its real value. And on the other hand, 


the going away into punishment, will not imply that 





keeps his commandments ; and therefore, the text in | ed 4s in a moment, and were set forth, by the apostles, 
quesiion does not relate, excusiyely, to a future state. | asa Werning to others. But they are not now ‘suffer- 
If eternal life can be enjoyed here, then certainly, |iag it, since it has long since ceased to exist, The 
everlasting punishment can be endured here, like- | everlasting fire was not quenched ; it went out of itself, 
wise. | But there is one argument, which must not be omit- 
Our opponents admit that the word (aionion) ren- ted in this place, in favor of the doctrine of benevolence, 
dered everlasting and eternal, is most frequently used that none of our adversaries can consistently oppose, 
in a limited sense, in the scriptures; that it is found in It is drawn from the nature and design of punishment 
the singular and plural numbers; and should not be as expressed in the text. The word kolasin, translat- 
applied to an eternity of duration, unless: ile subject ed punishment, signifies restraint, chastiscment, correc- 
necessarily requires it. We need not repeat what has ton. Now why do not our leammed opposers, in their 
been written and published on this point, by many able , elaborate criticisms in support of endless misery, insist 
advocates for (he salvation of the world, nor refer to | 6n the meaning of the word kolasin? The answer iss 
the particular passages in which aion, and its deriva- ;teady. They cautiously avoid this point, because they 
tives, aionton, aionios, &c. are employed by the sacred | know it is wholly against their doctrine, They define 





those characters were not before miserable op account 


writers, to express pertods of limited duration. Nor everlasting punishment to be the full and unrestrained 
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indulgence of @ totally corrapt nature, making the suf- 
ferer worse ala worse. This is almost-exactly the’ re- 
verse of the real meaning of the word punishment.— 
'The-one is, to restrain and make better ; the otber, 
without restraint, making worse. We hazard nothing, 
therefore, in asserting, that as the phrase everlasting 
punishment, does not express, neither does it imply, 
the cruel doctrine of endless misery : a doctrine, in- 
compatible with the paternal character of God; at 
war, with the mediatorial office of Christ, and opposed 
‘to the benevolent feelings, desires, and prayers of the 
triends of God and man. 

As it ever has been and is now, consistent with di- 
vine goodness to restrain or punish the disobedient and 
unmerciful, for their ultimate emendation, so will it 
ever continue to be proper to punish in a similar man- 
ner, as long as such characters and dispositions remain. 
We are fully persuaded there can be no more severity 
im permitting the existence of suffering, to the same ex- 
tent and for the same benevolent ends, in one state of 
being than in another. The purposes of Deity are uni- 
versally and specially benevolent; therefore, human 
suffering will not be endless, nor any individual intelli- 
gence, have, on the whole, a greater quantum of misery 
than happiness. Than that statement, no axiom can 
‘be more self-evident ; consequently, the doctrine of un- 
creasing, infinite torment, is fundamentally and incon- 
trovertibly ERRONEovs. We must reserve a few re- 
trospective and practical rmarks for a future paper. 
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ON THE BENEVOLENCE MANIFESTED IN 
THE CHARACTER OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


It must ever be pleasing as well as instructive to the 
Christian to contemplate the character of his Lord.— 
This can never be seriously done without admiration. 
The brightest rays of all the virtues have converged to 
a focus in him; in which, if we except his piety, his 
benevolence shines most conspicuously. Newcome 
asserts it “‘ was wonderful and unexampled.” The 
best way to obtain an idea of it,as adequate as men on 
earth can have is, to notice the conduct of our Lord 
minutely, td examine particular circumstances of his 
life, through which it shines with an unfading lustre. 

Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor. St. Peter very forcibly, yet with a true simpli- 
city, describes his benevolence, when he says of our 
Tord, ** he went about doing good. He did not estab- 
lish himself in any particular place, and call upon men 
to come to him that they might be helped; he went to 
the sick chamber, to the house of Jairus, to the grave 
of Lazarus. St. Matthew repeatedly asserts of him 
that he healed “all manner of disease and all manner 
of sickness among the people.» The miracles he per- 
formed were always of a merciful character. The 
power which could heal diseases, open the blind eyes, 
the deaf ears, give feet to the lame, tongues to the 
dumb and life to the dead, could have afflicted men 
with all the evils of which it healed them. The life 
of Jesus was not devoted to the performance of inhu- 
man deeds, but to those of benevolence, mercy and 
love. We cannot discover any partiality in his con- 
duet, nor any of that narrow-mindedness and peculiar 
devotedness to a sect which shave been manifested in 

the conduct of some men. When a child of affliction 
stood before him, he was not heard to inquire whether 
be believed in him as the Messiah : it was enough for 
him to know that a merciful exercise of his power was 
needed. Phe Jews possessed the strongest prejudices 
and most bitter enmity to the Samaritans. 
Saviour was not affected by suchthings. He instruct- 
ed a Samaritan woman at the well, and declared to 


@er his Messiahship. And although his ministry and} 


the “first part of that of the apostles was confiued al- 
most exclusively to the Jews, yet he made known, that 


But our[ 


he was above their illiberal feelings by declaring to his 
apéstles, ‘* y» shall be witnesses unto me, both iv Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea, amd in Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 


There is something peculiarly affecting in our s 


Sa- 
unto him, “ that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray.” The disciples manifested a spirit at this time, 
contrasted with which our Saviour’s appears unspeaka- 
bly benevolent. Matthew says, éhey rebuked those 
who brought them. 


such is the kingdom of God.—And he took them up in 


This was an exertion of benevolence itself: And, in 
fact, in the most of the acts of our Lord, this gracious 
quality of his disposition seems to have burst forth spon- 
taneously, without any exertion in him or others to 
produce it. 

When the woman that had been a sinner, was brought 
unto him by the Scribes and Pharisees, who said, ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, she should be stoned, and 
desired him to say what should be done unto her, he 
did not treat her with rigor and contempt; but, repro- 
bating her act by telling her to “* go, and sin no more,” 
he said, I do not condemn thee. 

His treatment of the woman who had been diseased 
twelve years, and spent all her living upon physicians, 
without being healed, is another manifestation of his 
unspeakable benevolence. He was on his way to the 
house of Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, whose only 


multitude around thronged and pressed him, all anx- 
ious undoubtedly to witness a miracle which was ex- 
pected to be performed, and each was striving to be 
nearest to him. 
protected femalc, under these circumstances, have of 
touching the garment of Jesus? Yet she persevered 
until he ** touched the border of his garment, and she 
was immediately made whole. Jesus turned about in 
the press, ** and said, who touched my clothes ?”’—The 
disciples were sarprized, as the multitude were press- 
ing him, that he should ask who touched him. But 
the woman with fear and trembling came and fell 
down before him, and told him all the truth. Jesus 
did not reprimand her, as she probably expected, but 
** said unto her, daughter, thy faith hath made thee 
whole; go, in peace, and be whole of thy plague.” 

There is a striking benevolence manifested in the 
addresses of our Saviour. He said to the paralytic 
who was let down through the roof of the house in 
which he was preaching, *‘ take courage, Son, thy sins 
are forgiven thee :? He addressed the woman of whom 
we have just spoken, by the endearing name of Daucu- 
TER. And he Called his disciples Sons. 

Another circumstance which must give us the most 
exalted ideas of our Saviour’s disposition, is that of his 
conduct at the time the Samaritans refused to receive 
him. When James and Jolin, who had been sent for- 
ward to make ready for him, “‘ saw this,” they re- 
quested permission to ‘* command fire to come down 
‘from heaven, and consume them.” This request was 
inhuman; and it drew from our Saviour a sharp re- 
buke. “* Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of,” 
said he. He then refesred them to the benevolent de- 
design of his mission as being directly opposed to the 
granting of their request. ‘* For the Son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but tosave them.” Mow 
amiable does our Saviour appear in this instance. Not 
fone revengeful word is utterred against those who re- 
Hfused to receive him into their city. O Jesus, our 
‘Lord, make us more like thee. 

** His precepts of benevolence,” says Bishop New- 
come, ‘afford a striking picture of his benevolent 
mind. ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ is 
the commandment to which he assigned the second 
rank. Nay, he enjoined the love of our enemies; and 
declared that the love of those who love us is thank- 





viour’s conduct at the time little children were brought | 


«6 But Jesus said, suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not : for of 


his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.” | 


, and painful death of the cross: 
What hope could a lonely, sick, un-! 


less and unrewardable. We are to make mutual led 
our distinguished mark as Christians; and his new 
commandment is, that we love one axzother accordi 
| to that eminent degree of love with which he loved 
us.”? 

‘¢ They that be whole,” said he, ** need not a phy: 
sician, but they that are sick.—I am not come to call 
the righteous but sinners to repentance.” So great 
was his attention to those who most needed hisinstrne. 
tion, that his enemies by way of reproach called him 
the ** friend of publicans and sinners.” He manifested 
_his benevolence by relieving poverty. Every example 
he has set us, enables us to see that he condemned 
persecution, and all the partiality, meanness andi nar. 
row-mindedness of bigotry. In short, he spent his 
| whole life in a constant labor for the good of mankind. 
| How graciously did he prepare his apostles to bear his 
|departure from them, and how ready was he to give 

them consolation. He foretold his death to them and 
on the evening before it took place, in an uncommonly 
| affectionate manner, he endeavored to prepare them to 
i give bim up. He said, ** Let not your heart be troub- 
iled: ye believe in God; believe alsoinme. Jy my 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, } 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, 
And if [ go and prepare a place for yon, 1 wil} come 
|again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also.—I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another advocate, that he may abide 
, with you always.—Peace I leave with you, my peace 





jl give unio you: not as the world giveth, give | unto 
daughter, about twelve years of age, lay dead. Ajyou.» The manner in which he died was worthy 


the last moments of his life. 
to the slaughter. 


Like a lamb, he wasled 
He submitted to the ignominious 
this is the greatest act 
of benevolence the world has wiinessed. He died 
possessing the same spirit he had manifested through 
life. He prayed for those who crucified him, in those 
memorable words: .** Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” : 

The foreroing considerations afford usevidence that 
Jesus Christ was not an inypostor. People of this char- 
acter always make their own good the paramount ob- 
ject of their labors. Not sowith Jesus. Every action 
of his life bears him testimony that he lived and died 
for the benefit of the world. 


We learn also trom our subject, that those doctrines 
which represent him as the enemy of sinners, and in 
which it is maintained that he will finally cease to be 
merciful, are all erroneous. ‘ Jesus Chirist” is “the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever.’ Compare the 
disposition these doctrines ascribe to him with that 
which he possessed when on earth; compare it parti- 
cularly with his conduct at the time James and John 
would have had the Samaritans consumed, and see if 
there be any agreement. If there be none, remember 
that such doctrines, if true, would be derogatory to his 
character.. RicHARoe. 
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From the (Little Falls) Gospel Inquirer. 





Cuinton, (N. Y.) Oct. 27, 1823: 

To the Rev. Noah Coe, of New-Hartford, \. Y. 

Sin,—I have been informed by respectable wit- 
nesses that in a conference, or other meeting, mostly of 
youth, a few evenings since, you read a production cal- 
led a ** Universalist sermon said to have been deliver: 
ed by *“ a Doctor of the sect,” from Luke ii- 10. bcs 
not ; for behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy: 
That you said in amount on introducing it, that you 
wished your hearers to consider you as @ Universalist 
pro. fem. and as such delivering your sentiments 4 
I have too much evidence to doubt-that you 


* 
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doctrine. 
did read the above described scandalous production 





Jand under circumstances similar te those 
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therefore take the liberty of suggesting to you the fol- 
lowing considerations : 

Located as you are, you cannot be ignorant of the 
fact, that Universalist preachers uniformly inculcate 
and enforce the necessity of morality, ae the fundamen- 
tal principle of all practical religion : whereas, there is 
pot a solitary instance of moral suasion, nor is its neces- 
sity. even hinted at, in the whole of that production. 

That every Universalist publication, which you have 
had an opportunity of examining, (and your acquain- 
tarice with Universalists must have furnished opportu- 
pities) directly or indirectly teaches an intimate con- 
nexion between holiness and happiness, as also between 
sin and misery, I presume you cannot deny. And the 
sermons of our order, which have been circulated in 
this vicinity, have uniformly inculcated a salvation 
from sin, by conversion to holiness. How has it hap- 
pened, sir, that among the many sermons of this de- 
scription, you could never find it in your heart to read 
a single one to your hearers? And why, when a piti- 
ful pamphlet ascribed to Universalists, is obtained, but 
destitute of any features of religion or decency, did you 
insult modesty by reading it to a congregation of youth? 
Conld you posibly believe that publication a specimen 
of Universalism ; or that your hearers were so ignorant 
as to receive it as such? Your auditors well knew, 
that Universalism taught an ardent piety toward God, 
and a virtucus affection for all mankind; and that its 
professors were as respectable for morality as their re- 
puted orthodox neighbors. And you, sir, could net be- 
lieve that pamphlet to have been either written, deliv- 
ered, or published by an Universalist. For you could 
not well he ignorant, that it was spawned by a Calvin- 
istic theological seminary in Massachusetts; or pro- 
duced by the prolific genius of some implieit believer 
of the doctrines maintained in that institution. In 
either case, it furnishes but a poor defence of your can- 
dor, in annowncing it as an Universalist ** sermon.” It 
isa Calvinistic sermon; and evinces, that fts author 
would condescend to tho lowest imposture, to bring in- 
io disrepute a doctrine which he feared to combat in an 
open and candid manner. 

But, sir, there is another, and if possible a still more 
disgusting feature in your conduct. It is matter of as- 
tonishment that any man possessing christian modesty, 
or making pretensions to common decency, should find 
himself equal to the task of reading before a congrega- 
tion of youth, the obscene ** hymn” attached to that 
“ pious imposture.”? That ** hymn,” as it is called, had 
already undergone at least 17 editions in its legitimate 
connexion with a Calvinistic sermon delivered by L. 
Haynes; and now,as if ashamed of even that connexion, 
it is foisted into a new production ; but with the same 
unworthy motive of scandalizing Universalists. You 
would blush for the nameless effrontery of that man, 
who could be found presumptuous enough to read it 
before a congregation assembled for religious purposes ; 
and still ** thou art the man.” Thus, sir, it is well 
known, and community will learn, that this reputed 
Universalist ‘+ sermon” is the work of a Calvinist ; that 
you had reason to believe it such: and that in reading 
it, you departed from the dignity of your profession, 
and from the common principles of modesty, by a clum- 
sy attempt to scandalize a doctrine which will be ever 
found unassailable by such means, And you are re- 
spectfully entreated to remove the reproach from your 
character, by public recantation and acknowledge- 
ment. Justice to yourself, to your friends, and to Uni- 
¥ersalists must make the requisition. 

lam, sir, with suitable respect, yours, &c. 

Srerusen R. Smita. 
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To relieve the oppressed, is the most glorious act a 
man is capable of; it is in some measure doing the bu- 
sess of God and Providence. 


They are never alone, who are accompanied with 
aoble thoughts, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZ INE. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


As the opposers of impartial grace and universal sal- 
vation contend that the doctrine is not only impious, as 
it represents our heavenly Father to have the same 
love for, and to exercise the same favor towards the 
sinner as towards the saint, but also of licentious ten- 
dency, as it removes the fear of endless punishment, 
which is indispensable to the maintenance of religion 
and morality, I wish to consider the subject by a due 
attention to the following question ; Isit a fact or is it 
not, that the sinner, the unbelieving, unreconciled sin- 
ner is the object of divine favor as well as the saint, 
the reconciled believer in Jestis ? 


Being entirely satisfied that this question necessa- 
rily embraces the real merits of the general question 
respecting the correctness or incorrectness of Univer- 
salism, and having no desire to evade the subject at is- 
sue, I propose to answer the question, and not only 
abide the consequences, but carefully to maintain 
them. ‘That this may be done to the understanding of 
all capacities, let us bring forward a case which is fur- 
nished in the scriptures of truth. When St. Stephen, 
who was full of the Holy Ghost, was stoned by the 
persecutors and murderers of Jesus, he, who was af- 
terwards the apostle of the Gentiles, was the young 
man who kept the clothes of those ruffians who stoned 
Stephen, and according to his own confession, consent- 
ed tohis death. In St. Stephen, therafore, who was 
stoned, and the young man, Saul of Tarsus, who con- 
sented to his death, and was an officious accomplice in 
the tragical scene, we have an instance of the real 
saint, the reconciled believer in Jesus, and the ungod- 
ly, the unreconciled unbeliever and sinner. Let our 
question then rest on these two ; and let us ask, Was 
Saul the subject of the divine goodness as well as 
Stephen? If this question be answered in the affirma- 
tive, then, according to the argument of the opposer, 
we establish the doctrine which he calls impious and 
of irreligious and immoral tendency. We will then try 
the contrary answer, and say, that Saul was not the 
subject of the divine love, but was the object of divine 
wrath. If we can maintain this last answer, we shall 
take one important step towards disproving the doc- 
trine of impartial goodness and salvation. But in or- 
der to maintain this answer, we must account for Saul’s 
conversion to christianity, without allowing that the 
divine favor was among the causes which produced 
this event. The opposer will now be sensible of two 
important truths: Ist. He will at once see that if Saul 
had not been a subject of divine goodness he could not 
have been converted by the divine agency to the doc- 
trine and blessings of everlasting life ; and 2d. If he 
could have been thus converted without the divine 
agency, then no objection can be maintained to the 
salvation of a sinner derived from the supposed fact 
that the sinner is not an object of divine love ; for sup- 
posing that every individual of the human family was 
no more the object of our heavenly Father’s grace than 
was Saul, yet as he was converted and brought inte 
the kingdom of Christ, so may every human being, by 
similar means. ‘Thus it appears evident, that should 
we succeed in taking the before mentioned step to- 
wards maintaining that the doctrine of impartial grace 
and salvation is impious and of evil tendency, we should 
be under the necessity of coming to a full stop, for we 
could not take another. We could not disprove the 
salvation of an individual sinner by maintaining that 
the sinner is not the object of God’s love, because we 
have found an instanee of a sinner’s being saved. 


The attention of the opposer is now solicited to the 
following words of St. Paul: ** God, who is rich in 
‘mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved us even 
when we were dead in trespasses and sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ—But God commendet) 
his Jove towa. ds us, in that while were yetsinnersUhrist 
died for us—-This is a faithful saying and worthy of al! 
Uhrist Jesus came into the world to 





acceptation, the. 








save sinners, of when? am chief.” Tothese passages 
let us add the following words: ** Unto him who loved 
us and hath washed us from our sins in his own blood.”” 
If these passages prove any thing, if they have any 
meaning, they mean and prove that sinners are the ob- 
jects of divine love and grace ; and that they afe sav- 
ed pursuant to the love of God. We must, therefore, 
answer our question in the affirmative, and say, that 
when Stephen was stoned and Saul consented to his 
death, they were both the objects of that grace which 
is unto salvation. Now the opposer will cry out, im- 
piety! irreligion! and immorality ! and we may let 
him cry; there is no use in interrupting him ; for if his 
piety, religion and morality exclude the sinner from 
divine favor, they will exclude him also from his owm 
affections. The light that is in such a man is dark- 
ness, H. B. 
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POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSALISTS. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Southern Association of 
Universalists coneened at the house of Col. Sullivan 
Summer, of Milford, Mass. Dec. 9th, 1823. 


Br.. Thomas Whittemore opened the meeting of the 
Council by prayer. 

Chose Br.. Richard Carrique, Modcratior. 

Br. Jacob Frieze, Clerk. 

Chose Brs..Edward Turner, Barzillai Streeter,.and 
Joshua Flagg, a Committee to receive requests for Let- 
ters of Fellowship and Ordination. Adjourned to 
Wednesday Morning, half past eight o’clock. 

Prayer by Br. T. G. Farnsworth. 

Wednesday Morning, met according to adjouro- 
ment. ' 

Br. H. Ballou, 2d..opened by Prayer. 

The Committee appointed at the Session of this Asso- 
ciation, in June last, to labor with the Authors of the 
“ Appeal and Declaration,” reported, that they had 
attended to that duty, but without effect.—Voted to 
accept said Report, and. to Ghchangp the Committes 
trom further service. 

Order of Public Service on Wednesday Morning. 

Introductory prayer by Br. C, Hudson. 

Sermon by Br. B. Streeter, from 2 Tim, i. 10..“¢+ Who» 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. B. Whittemore. 


Afternoon Service. ». 





Introductory prayer by Br. David Pickering. 

Sermon by Br. Edward Turner—Text, 1 Cor. ii. 14, 
‘* But the natural man receiveth not the things. of the: 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neith-- 
er can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” 

Concluding~prayer by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

In Council, after Divine Service,—Chose Ers. Ho-- 
sea Ballou, David Pickering, Jacob Frieze, Richard: 
Carrique, and Hosea Ballou, 2d. as a Committee, to: 
draught Proposals of reconcilidtion between those: 
Brethren,who-are the Authors of the ** Appeal and De- 
claration,” and this Association. Adjourned to Thurs-- 
day morning, at half past eight o’clock. 

Br. Adin Ballou closed by prayer. 


Thursday Morning, met according to adjourament. ° 


Prayer by Br. Edward Turner. 

The Committee appointed last Evening, presented 
the following proposals, which were accepted by. the: 
-ssociation. Here.follows :— 

Whereas certain publications, called 2m Appeal to 
the Public, and a Declaration to the World, have been 





construed to indicate a disfellowship, as expressed: in: 
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a Resolve of the Southern Associ 
authors of the Declaration, being possessed of a fer- 
vent desire to restore the happy union and fellowship 


of our religious order, and toenjoy ourselves, and to 
assist our brethren to reciprocate with us the inestima- 


tion, the undersigned, Their soft harmouious notes, nor pour’d along 
| Their strains melodious in the matting song. 


ae 
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The gaudy Flora shed her brilliant charms, 
The little bee, forsook her wither’d arms, 
Fled from her faded form, and through the gloom, 


ble blessings of harmony and brotherly love, desire to! Repair’d for shelter, to his humble home.— 


remove all difficulties above noted, by certifying that 
we do most cordially acknowledge and accept, as 


christian ministers, and brethren, such as differ from us | 


’T was thus, I saw the tender youth arise ; 
With beams of pleasure, sparkling in his eyes ; 
In life’s bright morn, no darksome cloud appear’d, 


on the subjects of doctrine, maintained in the above | No tempest threaten’d, no rude blast was heard. 
named publications, And we receive and consider the | The op’ning day, with modest splendor shone, 


acceptance of this proposal by the Association, as an 
assurance on their part, that they reciprocate the sen- 
timents and feelings of christian fellowship above men 
tioned. Epwarp TuRNER, 
Banziv_at STREETER, 
Cuarves Hvupson. 

Voted, that the same is fully satisfactory to this As- 
sociation, in relations to the signers thereof, and that 
this body reciprocate the christian feeling and fellow- 
ship, therein expressed. 

Order of Services on Thursday Morning. 
Introductory prayer by Br. T. G. Farnsworth. 
Sermon by Br. D. Pickering, from Isaiah liii. 1, 

4* Who hath believed our report, and to whom, is the 
arm of the Lord revealed?” 

Concluding prayer by Br. A. Ballou. 

In the Afternoon, Br. Adin Ballou, was solemnly set 
apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry by Ordina- 
tion. Order of Services. 

Introductory prayer by Br. R. L. Killam. 

Sermon by Br. H. Ballou,—Text, 2 Tim. iv. 2, 
** Preach the word, be instant in season out of season, 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and 
doctrine.” 

Consecrating prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge, and delivery of the Scriptures, by Br. R. 
Carrique. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. C. Hudson. 

Granted Letters of Fellowship to Brs. Eliphalet 
Case, Jr. and Calvin Gardner. 

Adjourned, to meet again at the First Universalist 
Meeting House, in Attleborough, Mass. on the 2d 
Wednesday and Thureday of June next. 

Br. H. Ballon closed the Session, by solemn and de- 
vout prayer. Ricwanp Carnaiave, Moderator. 

JacoB FrrEzgE, Clerk. 
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ON THE DEATH 


Of Mr. Ethan C. Clafflin, 


OF HOLLISTON, MASS. 





Who piEep OcrosER, 1823...AcEep 15 YEARS. 


Ye giddy throng, O! say, where pleasures grow, 
Where joys, unmingl’d with the cup of woe : 
Where pure delight, and unalloy’d with pain, 
Amongst the sons of men perpetual] reign— 
T’ve seen the tender bud of promise spring, 

I’ve heard the lark; his morning carrol sing ; 

I've seen the sprighfly lamb, his gambols play, 
Heard feather’d songsters hail the op’ning day : 
I’ve seen the bee; {ve heard his busy hum, 
When sportive, o’er the fields he chanc’d to roam, 
When Flora bid the little wand’rer meet 

Her soft embrace, and sip her latent sweet— 

[ heard, again, the North wind’s furious blast, 

{ saw the heav’ns, with blackness overcast,—~ 

I saw the frost its hoary mantle spread, 

And nature, all, in wint’ry gloom array’d,— 

The bud of promise wither’d and decay’d, 

The lamb, no more, his sprightly gambols play’d, 
The little warblers ceas’d the tunefui lay, 

Nor longer chanted, to the god of day 





Its placid beams foretold a brilliant noon,— 

But soon, too soon, alas! the black’ning cloud 
Arose, and spread around, the sable shroud.— 
Too soon, the. morning sun, his light withdrew, 
And hid his glories from the anxious view ; 

Too soon, the keen, the rugged blast was felt, 
Too soon, alas! the fatal blow was dealt.— 

The early frost its chilling influence shed, 

The tender bud is wither’d, droop’d and dead— 
He’s gone! He’s fled! I heard the tolling bell, 
That slowly measur’d his departing knell ; 

I saw the mourning throng, not pomp nor show, 

I saw the tear, and heard the voice of woe.— 

I heard a father’s groans, a mother’s sighs, 

While tears of grief flow’d from their weeping eyes ; 
While brothers, sisters, friends, and mourners all, 
With tears of woe, bedew’d the fun’ral pall.— 

In yonder mansion of the sleeping dead, 

This, once lov’d Youth, now rests his weary head ; 
But, still, his virtues live, and proudly raise 

To him, a lasting monument of praise.— 

Peace to thy ashes, while the circling sun, 

His daily course, shall in succession run, 

‘* Till time itself shall cease, nature decay,” 
And the last trumpet hail th’ eternal day. 

Then, freed from earth, from all corruption, rise, 
Glorious, Immortal, to thy kindred skies. 


For Mr. Calvin Claflin and Wife, 


By Jacon FRIFZE. 
Milford, Mass. Nov. 27, 1823. 








From the Gospel Advocate. 





Remarks on Rey. xxii. 40—12. 

“* And he saith unto me, seal not the sayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book, for the time is at hand. He that 
és unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he which is 
Silthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still ; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still. And behold I come quickly ; and my 
reward is with me ; to give every man according as 
his work shall be.” 


It is sometimes the case that when a proposi- 
tion is laid, an affirmative is not provable; buta 
negative is proved with the utmost certainty.— 
Of that kind I think is the proposition adduced 
from Rev. xxii. 11—He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still ; from this concluding that there is a 
day coming in which every one shall be eter- 
nally fixed and confirmed by an.act of Deity in 
the habits of justice or injustice, or holiness and 
unholiness in which he is found at that day. 

Now on this point let us reason together 
from principles in which we shall all agree. 

ist. That the moral law, or the laws of God, 
are obligatory on every intelligent being, and 
eternally will be—for instance, first. Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart 
and him only shalt thou serve. Consequently 
there never can be a time when a moral intelli- 
gent can be released, or exempt from that obli- 
gation. 

2d. We shall all agree in this likewise ; that 
God requireth of man according to that which 


nd hath, and not according to that which he bath 
not. 












Now, according to our first principle. ; 
day the law of God requires fa un if to 
then it never can require of us to be ones 
Even the granting to us a permission or license of 
injustice would be contrary to bis nature—the 
giving up of his law, and the destruction of hj 
kingdom—for it would be divided against itself 
A law demanding holiness and another requiri 
unholiness can never come from a hol = 
changeable God. Therefore the supposition i 
preposterous and absurd. . 

In our second principle, we agreed that God 
requireth of a man according to that which he 
hath, and not according to that which he hath 
not. ‘ben, whenever God confirms his crea. 
tures in a state of wickedness ; and still com- 
mands them to be holy; it is requiring a thi 
impossible: therefore, «t is impossible that such 
a thing should ever take place in the immutable 
kingdom of Jehovah. . 

If we agree that the laws of God are immuta- 
ble; and that he commands us to love, obey 
be just, be clean, righteous, and holy, as he - 
holy ; what means this confusion amongst the 
workmen ; that some teach that our unchange- 
able God will Hoally require of millions,. injus- 
tice, uncleanness, unrigi:tcousness, and unholiness! 
Whence this confusion——unless the Master of 
Assembiies is absent, or at least you are absent 
from him aad have become citizens of Mystery 
Babylon, the mother of confasion, from which 
it is your wisdom to flee, that you partake no 
further oi ler sins, and that you receive not of 
her plagues. 

Having pointed out the absurdity and impos- 
sibility of God’s giving up his law, or ever con- 
firming any of his creatures in a state of wick- 
edness and rebellion against himself; I shall 
now endeavor to point you to the true meaning 
of the 11th verse in the 22d chapter of the Rey- 
elation. The i0th, the verse preceding reads, 
i** Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this 
| book, (that is, let them be open, that they who 
read may understand,) for the time is at hand.” 
God leave his creatures in the free exercise 
of their agency; and after having set life and 
death before them and made known his will and 
pleasure ; we may understand him to say ; Now 
let him that is unjust, be unjust still, if he choos- 
es; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still, 
if it is his choice—but tel) him, Behold I come 
quickly, and my reward is“with me to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 

That what is spoken of in 11th verse hath 
no reference to the closing scene, is evident 
from what is recorded in the 17th of the same 
chapter—giving after that a general and univer- 
sal invitation to all that are athirst to come, and 
whosoever will to take of the waters of life 
freely. S. M. Rose. 
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GREAF REVIVAL. 


The people of the township of C——, who have long 
been noted for their liberality in supporting Missions 
and Missionaries, all sorts of ** Religious and Charita- 
ble’? Societies, and clerical gasconade, have lately 
been the hopeful subjects of a truly hopeful revivaly 
and are beginning to embrace many notions and ideas 
of common sense, sound morality, and rational relig- 
ion! They are discarding the ideas of Election am 
Reprobation, and really begin to discover that the Dei- 
ty is not that partial, unjust monster, that Calvinism 
makes him, because, forsooth, having detected some 
of the pious frauds of their clergy, their eyes are ope?” 
ed, and they are fast leaving that church, and jom- 
ing another.—Plain Truth. 
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Boarding.—One or two Gentlemen can 


modated with BOARD, in a private family, by apply: 
ing at this Office. 








